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DEADLINE:
FRIDAY AT NOON

Want a free ad?

Call Kristi at 
327-9594

We are looking for qualified applicants for the following position:

Swing Mechanic
Must be able to work evening shifts and weekends

Apply in person:  Monday-Friday  8:30am – 4:30pm
101 Lakeway Dr. Austin,TX 78734

512-261-7382   EOE-M/F/V/D

Church Secretary 
for St. Peter's Episcopal Church 

in Lago Vista. Approximately 20 hours a week.
We need someone with exceptional people skills.

Must be proficient in Word, Excel, Publisher.

Send resume to dale@stpeterslv.org or mail to 
Church Secretary Search, St. Peter's Episcopal Church,

3305 Pinnacle Cove, Lago Vista, Texas 78645. 

EMPLOYMENT

MATT'S ELECTRICAL WORK
263-3726, 799-9510. Commercial -
Residential Wiring. Electrical Panel. Light
Fixtures. Lighting, repairs and more.
mattsco@austin.rr.com*elec

HOOD ELECTRIC
Licensed, 10 Years experience.
Residential, Commercial. Call Chris any-
time 577-6704 or 267-9737.

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

349-0090
Greater Austin’s Premier Music School

Fall Enrollment Special

Piano � Brass �Drums
Guitar � Bass Guitar
Woodwinds � Violin

Cello � Viola � Voice
String Bass and others

Start now and get a FREE Lesson Book!

Austin • Cedar Park • Lakeway • Round Rock

www.albertsonschoolofmusic.com

EDUCATION

GERMAN TUTORING
Does your highschooler need tutoring or
would you like to brush up on your skills?
Call Sibylle Rhein-Hibler, German native
and former Berlitz instructor at 327-5036.

RAISE MATH GRADE
Certified EISD math teacher, 23 years
experience, grades 6 - 12. 327-8674.

ALL PRO SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Piano lessons by Bill Young by appoint-
ment. Call 707-9961.

JETT GARNER KARATE
Weekly classes! Kids & Adults welcome!
799-2116. Young Gymnastics, 709
Cuernavaca.

RAPID SPANISH
Learn spanish in the South Lake Travis
area. Call 263-9944.
www.rapidspanish.com

PIANO, VOICE, GUITAR, FLUTE
Professional instructors. Accepting all lev-
els for lessons. Pignotti Music Studio, 512-
873-8309.

MATH TUTORING
Experienced tutor in pre-algebra, algebra I
and II, trig., pre-calculus, calculus. Call
327-0533.

   Piano Lessons

Will Teach in Your Home

         Piano Teacher With
           Infinite Patience

     Music from Bach to Beethoven
and Beatles to Broadway

    Richard Bush, 249-8385
         References available

      You will be surprised at how
    good you sound at popular music
              in  just a few lessons

ARE YOU AGE 70 TO 90?
Need help? Trips to doctor, going shop-
ping, hate being alone? I'm available one
hour to all day. Cook, light cleaning.
References. Call Virginia 512-260-7972.

CLEANING &/ OR GARDENING
Experienced Housekeeper AND Gardener.
English speaking. Excellent references.
Serving Northwest Austin & Lago Vista.
512-267-3462.

DON'T PUT YOUR LOVED ONE
In a nursing home. Keep him or her home
instead. Very reliable, dependable. Good
references. Call 254-258-0117. Won't
regret it.

DOMESTIC SERVICES

PAT'S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
Individualized housekeeping to your speci-
fications. Honest, dependable service you
can count on. Serving Lago Vista, Point
Venture, Jonestown, Cedar Park areas.
Excellent references available. Call Pat
today for your free estimate. 512-699-5399
or 512-267-3439 after 5:00 pm.

CHAPARRAL MAID SERVICE
Residential and small offices. Quality serv-
ice and reasonable rates. Serving Austin
and Lakeway. Call 327-5050.

MAID TO ORDER
Satisfaction is guaranteed. Please call
Cheryal at 751-5384. Westlake and
Pflugerville only.

EXCELLENT HOUSE CLEANER
reasonable rates, references available,
Established clientele in Lakeway & Westlake.
Please call Carmen 923-1737, 733-0190.

COOPER'S CLEANING
I have a twice a month, Thursday, open. I
have references. Call Nancy at 249-8925.

WINDOW CLEANING
and pressure washing. Washing is our spe-
cialty. 18 Years experience. Fully insured.
Great references. Free consultation. Pat
512-751-5244.

Dependable 
Window Cleaning
Residential Window Cleaning is 

Our Specialty
FREE estimates • Bonded & Insured

References Available
Serving The Hill Country since 1976

Don Risinger
512-657-7130

Back to School Specials

Affordable weekly, bi-weekly &
one-time special cleanings

. Bonded • Insured • Dependable

$22 off 1st Cleaning
$10 off next 3 Cleanings

327-8190

Marilyn J. Gregory 
Westbank Owner

CLEANING SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

PERSONAL CASTLES
Customized quality cleaning specializing in
wood and marble floors. Free estimates.
Bonded. Call Rhina 947-3776 or email
rhina02@austin.rr.com

JANINE'S CLEANING SERVICE
Dependable 18 years experience.
Reasonable rates, Senior discount.
Serving Jonestown, Lago. 267-6517.

BUSINESS SERVICES

NEED A HANDYMAN
Roof repair, tree trimming, light hauling,
lawn maintenance, garden tilling, painting,
pressure washing, electric. Just ask! call
267-2417, 423-0590.

DIANE'S DIRT 267-4974
Topsoil, sand, gravels, boulders, compost,
garden mix, tractor work & hauling.

TUX COMPUTER SERVICES
Home & office, small business computers.
Upgrades, installation, virus removal, net-
working. 512-327-1392.

FULL TIME PRESSMAN 
proficient with process work

on the Ryobi 3302m. 
We also have an Itek 975.

Full medical benefits after 30
days. Lakeway Printing is

located on the West side of
Austin. Email resume to

marlys@lakewayprinting.com
or fax 512 263 5977 
or call 512 263 3192.

CHILD CARE

BABY SITTER FOR HIRE
Experienced. Nights and weekends in
South Lake Travis area. Joan 263-6087.

LICENSED GROUP DAY HOME (12)
20 Years in the Lake Travis area.
References. We have immediate openings
for infants through age five. Near Lake
Travis High School. 263-5047.

LIVE IN CHILD CARE
Local Au Pair program now accepting host
family applications for fall and winter
arrivals. Flexible, legal, 45 hrs/ wk. Lowest
program cost averaging $253/ wk. Per fam-
ily not per child. 800-713-2002.
www.euraupair.com

RETIRED MOM
Will babysit in your home evenings and
weekends. 263-9578.

PEOPLEPEOPLE Westlake Picayune � 9 Thursday, September 23, 2004 

By Catherine Hosman
Staff Writer

hen Dita Dauti-
Heilman returns
to her hometown
of Stanterg, Koso-
vo next month,

she will journey back in time to
the war torn city of her youth. 

Her mission is to evaluate
the needs of the local school de-
stroyed by the war in 1999 and
bridge the cultures between
Stanterg and the Westbank.

“I want to see what needs
they have and what we can do,
as a community, to help anoth-
er community in the world
that is in need,” says Dauti-
Heilman, a docent at Eanes
History Center. “Our little
community here is almost the
same as the Stanterg I left
many years ago. When times
are tough, the villagers would
convene and make plans to
help other community mem-
bers. They came together with
strength, compassion and pas-
sion to help another place in
need.”

Dauti-Heilman is hoping to
duplicate that personal philan-
thropy by introducing Eanes
Elementary School children to
the children of Stanterg with
the exchange of letters, notes,
pictures and stories she will
hand-carry with her to and
from Kosovo.

“Our town was destroyed by
the war in 1999,” says Dauti-
Heilman, her eyes welling up
with tears of remembrance.
“In 1999, the entire region had
to leave. An exodus of more
than 800,000 people in less
than a week.”

When residents of Stant-
berg were allowed to return,
the survivors found their
town ravaged by the war and

their three-story school heavi-
ly damaged. For safety rea-
sons, the school had to be lev-
eled.

“After the war, most people
wanted to pick up where they
left off and keep the school
going,” she says. “I know how
much they respect educa-
tion.”

But it wouldn’t be until late
in 2000 before school could re-
sume, and when it did, it was
under a tent with no heat to
warm students against the
harsh Kosovo winters.

The tent has since been dis-
mantled, and 380 children
from Stanterg and five sur-
rounding villages now attend
classes in the shell of an old
English hotel.  

Although she says the min-
isters of education want to re-
build a school with eight class-
rooms, they don’t have the
funding.

“Or the hope for funding
anytime soon,” she says. 

A different kind of childhood
Dauti-Heilman was one of

two daughters born to Rasim
and Remzije Dauti in Mitrovi-
ca, Kosovo, just outside of
Stanterg, a mining town of
4,500 in the mountains of
Kosovo, where she grew up.
She recalls a stable environ-
ment in a peaceful place where
people were always ready to
help one another.

“Both of my parents taught
at the local elementary school,”
she says. “Children from six
surrounding villages would
walk one hour each way in all
kinds of inclement weather to
attend class.”

While children attended
school, mothers were at home
preparing meals and fathers
toiled in the mines where zinc,
aluminum and silver were ex-
tracted for commerce.

“My parents always had a
full class,” she continues. “It
was rare if two or three stu-
dents didn’t come to school.”

When it was time to attend
high school, Dauti-Heilman
would board a city bus ridden
by miners that would take her
from Stanterg to Mitrovica.

“Regardless of how hard life
was, at 6:30 a.m. the bus
would fill with miners,” she re-
calls “They may have worked a
12-hour shift but would always
stand up to let a student sit
down. Even with their tired
eyes and swollen hands they
would greet us with the
warmest smiles and say
‘That’s my boy, or that’s my
girl.’ They wanted us to have a
better life than what they did.”

In 1980, Dauti-Heilman
moved to Pristina, Kosovo to
attend the university. While
working in Pristina, in 1992
she met and married her hus-
band, Dr. Stephen Heilman,
who worked with Doctors of the
World, a New York-based relief
agency. By this time, however,
Slobodan Milosevic was in pow-
er and wanted to remove all re-

lief workers. The government
confiscated Dr. Heilman’s pass-
port for one week. After being
summoned by the interior min-
istry, the Heilmans were grant-
ed 24 hours to leave Kosovo.
They drove through mountain-
ous terrain to Macedonia and
to Sofia, Bulgaria, where they
boarded a flight to the United
States and were able to join her
parents and sister already in
America.

Bridging cultures
Dauti-Heilman’s Westbank

home is filled with artifacts
from all over the world, includ-
ing pottery from the American
Southwest. The bookshelves
are filled with tomes that tell
the history and customs of dif-
ferent cultures. One of those
books is ‘The History of
Eanes,” by Linda Vance, which
she has studied to prepare
herself as the docent of the
Eanes History Center.

“I became involved with
the history center two years
ago when I wanted be close to
my children’s school,” she
says of her two sons, Kron,11
and Lorik, 8. “I like to tell sto-
ries, and I like the fact that
Eanes Elementary has the
rich history behind it.”

A member of the Central
Texas Story Telling Guild,
where she shares her stories
of the Balkans’ lives, she
found the history center to be
a perfect fit.

“It felt like I was at home,”
she says. “Through the history
center, we have a greater sense
of community. Everyone comes
together and learns about one
another and how the first set-
tlers lived. I had the interest to
be there and teach third graders
the old way because I come from
an old culture myself.”

W

BRIDGING cultures
Resident takes the heart of the Westbank home to Kosovo

School children
walk as much as
one hour each
way, braving the
elements, to at-
tend school in a
tent in Stanterg,
Kosovo.
Photo by Martha Grenon

FAR LEFT:
When word
leaked out 
to the commu-
nity that Dita
Dauti-Heilman
was taking this
trip, managers
of Albertsons
and Office 
Depot donated
school 
supplies. 

LEFT: Dauti-
Heilman and
her son Kron
take on the
roles of an
Eanes pioneer
family at the
Eanes History
Center.
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